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As you have been informed, the school calendar for Wicomico County 
Public Schools has bee revised.  Some days have been changed to early 
dismissal days.  Just as the case was with our latest early dismissal day 
on November 23rd, dismissal will occur at 11:45 AM and a Grab and Go 
lunch will be provided to take home for all students whose families indi-
cate the desire to have one.  You will be notified in advance should any 
further changes be made to  the school calendar or the Grab and Go lunch 
process.  The remainder of  the 3-hour early dismissal dates are listed be-
low: 

 Wednesday, December 8, 2021 

 Friday, January 14, 2022 

 Friday, February 18, 2022 

 Wednesday, March 9, 2022 

 Friday, April 1, 2022    (This will replace the previously scheduled   
  virtual day on April 4th.  Please remove the April 4th virtual day   
    from your calendar) 

 Wednesday, April 13, 2022 

 Wednesday, May 11, 2022 

 
If you would like a completely updated version of the 2021-2022 school 
calendar for Wicomico County Public Schools, please visit 
www.wcboe.org to download your copy.   

DECEMBER DATES  
 12/1 - School Store 

     Make-Up Picture Day 

    12/3 –Attendance Incentive  

 12/8– Early Dismissal  (11:45 AM) 

 12/15—Reindeer Dash 

 12/15– Mid-Terms 

              Published on Parent Portal 

   12/17-Last day of school for  

              students and staff before  

              WINTER BREAK 

12/18/21 THRU 1/2/22 – Schools 

Closed for WINTER BREAK! 

 

 

Give a Shout Out to our 
Teacher of the Year Nominees 
from Willards Elementary!!   

 Patricia Brown 

 Janet Dutton 

 Mary Lynn Mather 

 Valerie Oliphant 

 Kellianne Scholl 

 Jamie Spears 

 Jeffrey Thamert 

Moving on as Quarterfinalists 
will be Patricia Brown and     
Valerie Oliphant!  Congratula-
tions and best wishes to BOTH!! 

   

 



What will we learn about 
in     

    DECEMBER??? 

PRE-K - We are continuing to learn about the environment 

and how we help keep our Earth clean and healthy. We continue 

to work on the letters of the alphabet and their sounds. When 
reading, talk about the setting, characters, and main idea of the 

story. In math the students will work on classifying objects, 

demonstrating an understanding of size, and counting by rote.  

GRADE 1 - In reading, we will explore how characters learn a 

lesson in folktales.  We will continue to emphasize reading and writ-
ing our high frequency words. During writer’s workshop, students 
will continue writing “How to” books.  In math, we will continue us-
ing addition and subtraction to model and solve number stories and 
begin exploring lengths using nonstandard units.  Animal habitats will 
be our focus in science. Remember to read every night and complete 
your child’s reading calendar.    

GRADE 2 - During the month of December, students will continue 

to explore non-fiction text and apply what they have learned to their 
own writing. We will continue to practice our fact fluency in math, us-
ing different strategies to add and subtract. We will also learn about our 
five senses in science. Please continue to read every night!  

KINDERGARTEN -  In math, we will be focusing on making 

teen numbers, counting on from a number other than one, and count-
ing aloud to 100 by ones and by tens. In reading, we will be working 
with letter sounds to build words and reviewing sight words.  

GRADE 3 - Students will continue to work with nonfiction text 

in both reading and writing. They will explore text features by analyz-
ing different nonfiction texts during our interactive read alouds and 
writing mentor texts. In addition, they will examine how authors or-
ganize nonfiction text and use what they learn in reading to then or-
ganize their own nonfiction writing. They will also continue to devel-
op phonics skills by learning about different syllable types and vowel 
teams. Please remember to have your child read for 20 minutes every 
day. 

We are working hard on a variety of addition, subtraction, multiplica-
tion, and division strategies.  We are continuing our work with one 
and two step word problems.  In our next unit, students will add, sub-
tract, multiply, and divide whole numbers using a variety of problem-
solving strategies and computational skills.  Students will be encour-
aged to choose from a variety of the strategies explored in this unit.  
As students learn and share their own ways of computing instead of 
learning one strategy, they begin to realize that problems can be 
solved in more than one way. Students are encouraged to practice 
their 0,1,2,3,5,6, and 10 facts.  Fluency games can be found on 
McGraw Hill (ConnectED).  Finally, don’t forget about students’ 
weekly goal of completing at least 5 lessons on Dreambox each week! 

P.E. - Students will be working on rhythm and dance. In Health we 

will continue to learn about nutrition and healthy eating habits. Please 

continue to encourage your child to complete their monthly fitness cal-

endars. Calendars are due on Monday, January 3rd. Please remember to 

include your child’s name, teacher’s name, and your signature. 

We will hold our Reindeer Dash event Wednesday, December 15th.  

Additional information about this event will be coming home with your 
child so please be on the lookout! 

Arts Integration lessons include: Alphabet Body Shapes (Pre-K-K), 
CVC Words and Body Shapes (1st grade), Missing Addend (addition 

and subtraction) and Locomotor Movements (2nd grade), and Multipli-
cation and Movement (3rd grade)  



ART - PK/K: Artists are exploring the elements of art while develop-

ing fine motor skills through literature. They are learning cutting and glu-
ing skills along with listening skills.  1st Grade: Artists are still exploring 
the elements of art. They are developing fine motor skills while drawing, 
painting, cutting, and gluing.  2nd/3rd Grade: Artists are exploring studio 
habits of the mind and various art making techniques while selecting 
what they will create during art class. Students also are painting their leg-
acy rocks and combining science with art to create beautiful space and 
ocean or bay animal chalk art for the winter concert.  

MEDIA - This month in Media we will continue to explore literary 

genres, introduce research skills, and read, read, read! 
 Book Checkout days: A-day: Spears, Oliphant, Distler, Thamert, Rittling 
                                    C-day: Sheets, Dukes, Simpkins, Briddell 
                                    E-day: Dutton, Foster, Jones, Check, Mather 

MUSIC - In Music class this month we will be practicing for our 

all-school Holiday sing along to be held in the students’ classroom on 
December 17th. We will also focus on Instruments of the Orchestra, 
their names, unique sounds, and melody. 
 
Arts Integration lessons include: “Five Green and Speckled Frogs”/
addition and subtraction/jumping rope (2nd Grade), “Somewhere in 
the Ocean” boomwhacker play/ multiplication/jumping rope (3rd 
Grade), and Shapes/Instruments (Pre-k). 

A Message from the Health Room: 
December 5-11, 2021 is National Influenza Vaccination Week 

Have you received your annual flu shot yet? There is still time to 
protect yourself and your loved ones from flu—and this season, it’s 
more important than ever. Visit vaccinefinder.org to find a vaccina-
tion location near you. 

Covid-19 Information 

If you have not received your Covid-19 vaccine yet, please consider 
getting vaccinated. Covid-19 vaccines are safe and effective. Below 
is some information from the CDC regarding covid vaccine safety: 

• COVID-19 vaccines were developed using science that has 
been around for decades. 

• COVID-19 vaccines are safe—much safer than getting COVID
-19. 

COVID 19-vaccines are effective at preventing severe illness from 
COVID-19 and limiting the spread of the virus that causes it. 
Millions of people in the United States have received COVID-19 
vaccines under the most intense safety monitoring in U.S. history. 
CDC recommends you get a COVID-19 vaccine as soon as you can. 

Wicomico County Health Department offers free Covid-19 testing 
and Covid-19 vaccines to both adults and children. Please call 410-
341-4600 to schedule your covid test or your covid vaccine. You 
may also go to www.wicomicohealth.org and click on “Vaccine 
Clinics” heading on the main page to sign up for one of the upcom-
ing December Covid-19 vaccine clinics. 

Wicomico County Board of Education also offers free Covid-19 
testing for eligible students and staff. Please contact your school 
nurse at 410-677-5829 or at amarshall@wcboe.org if your child is ill 
and needs to be tested. 

Stay safe and healthy this holiday season! 

GUIDANCE -   During the month of December, our character 

trait is fairness.  We are encouraging students to take turns, play well 

with others, and treat everyone equally.  December is also the season 

of giving.  Please encourage your child to smile and make someone's 

day, give an elbow bump to someone who does an awesome job or call 

a family member he/she hasn't talked to in a while.  Make someone's 

day by spreading kindness! 

http://www.wicomicohealth.org

